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Most of the clerks and others left the Departments, and
there were immense gatherings in the streets. Joy and
gladness lightened every countenance. Secessionists and
their sympathizers must have retired, and yet it seemed as
if the entire population, the male portion of it, was abroad
in the streets. Flags were flying from every house and store
that had them. Many of the stores were closed, and
Washington appeared patriotic beyond anything ever
before witnessed. The absence of the Assistant, Chief
Clerk, and Solicitor compelled my attendance until after
3 P.M. close of mail.

Attorney-General Speed and myself met by agreement
at Stanton's room last night at nine, to learn the condi-
tion of affairs with the armies. We had previously been
. two or three times there during the day. It was about
eleven before a dispatch was received and deciphered.
The conversation between us three was free, and, turning
on events connected with the Rebellion, our thoughts and
talk naturally traveled back to the early days of the
insurrection and the incipient treason in Buchanan's
cabinet. Stanton became quite communicative. He was
invited^ as I have previously understood, through the in-
fluence of Black. Says Buchanan was a miserable coward,
so alarmed and enfeebled by the gathering storm as to
be mentally and physically prostrated, and he was appre-
hensive the President would not survive until the fourth
of March. The discussion in regard to the course to be
pursued towards Anderson and the little garrison at Sum-r
ter, became excited and violent in December, 1860. On
the 27th or 29th of that month there were three sessions
of the Cabinet in council. Sitting late at night, Buchanan,
wrapped in an old dressing-gown or cloak, crouched in a
corner near the fire, trembled like an aspen leaf. He asked
what he should do. Declared that Stanton said he ought
to be hung and that others of the Cabinet concurred with
him. This, Stanton said, grew out of his remarks that if
they yielded up Sumter to the conspirators it was treason,
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